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LADIES TEAMS BLAZE A TRAIL 

Promotion – and more in prospect! 
Left: 1st 2nd and 3rd team 
members pause for a photo 
shoot before a recent Derby. 
Back Row L to R:  
Jenny Flood, Carolyn Busch 
Graham, Gina Egby,  
Ann Chance, Sue Granville, 
Gill Peplow 
Front Row:  
Gwen King, Jo Lee, Jan Price, 
Anna Cresswell 

 

 
 
Ladies Team Captain, 
JAN PRICE,  
reports on encouraging  

Winter League progress 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STAVANGER – TENNIS EUROPE CUP 

Great Result for Finalist George Hedley 
 
Left: George (LC) pictured 
with partner Stefan Rhodes 
(RC) and opponents, Denijal 
Karamehic (Denmark)(L), & 
Cristian Carli (Italy) (R) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Head Coach, 
NIGEL MANN, 
reports on Britain‟s latest 

assault on mainland Europe 

 

 

 

PLUS MUCH MORE! 



JEFF CRYER Says Hi 
 

Members of your committee have, 

noticeably, aged, in the last week or so, as 

production of my first newsletter has 

faltered. Their „threats of pain and ruin‟ 

have helped me to find solutions, however, 

and I hope you will find the result 

acceptable. In truth, I owe thanks 

especially to Paul Messing but also to 

Mike New, Keith Ashby and others for the 

patient help they have given me. 

  

 

 
Chairman’s Piece 
DAVE SCARBROUGH 
 

Well that round of snow has gone, lets 

hope that we don‟t get any more! I admit 

to liking snow but I didn‟t appreciate not 

being able to play tennis for some time. I 

know this annoyance was shared by many. 

Ah, for some indoor courts! The 

Maidenhead Advertiser has reported that 

the Slough indoor tennis centre may be 

replaced by a 10 pin bowling alley. If this 

happens it will cut down our local options 

for those wanting to play indoors as well 

as at the club. 

The credit crunch has had an effect on our 

waiting list - we do still have one but it is 

smaller than a couple of years ago. The 

current situation is 130 adults and 102 

Juniors. 

There continues to be much media 

coverage about keeping fit. I think that  

playing tennis is a very enjoyable way to 

do such and I hope that you enjoy your 

tennis this year.                            Dave 

============================= 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
 

Easter Junior Tournament Mon 5
th

 - Sat 

10
th

 April 

Finals Day, Sunday 5
th

 September 

MLTC Open Veterans Tournament, Fri 

24
th

 - Sun 26
th

 September 

MLTC Dinner Dance and BBQ dates tba. 

Mixed Tennis Teams PAUL MESSING 
 

The club has had three teams in the Berks 

Winter League - we have had more in the 

past but there have been problems of 

raising enough players on the day.  The 

ladies are keener than the men so if there 

are men out there who want to play and 

can commit to matches please let Paul 

Messing know.  Alternatively, if there are 

some keen ladies who would be happy to 

manage a 4th team next winter, please get 

in touch. 

Our 3rd team made sure of staying in the 

10th division (there are 11) with a fine     

4-0 victory over Westmorland.  Slight 

complacency from Maidenhead let 

Westmorland back into the rubbers 

resulting in 3 of them needing a tie breaker 

to decide it though the games won were 44 

to 30 games conceded. 

The summer league will have 4 teams of 4 

so please register your interest with Paul 

Messing soon. 

 

============================== 

 

Improving Facilities PAUL MESSING 
 
Apart from the list of ideas for a better 

clubhouse the ACFC have quotes for 

redoing all the exterior woodwork and also 

returning the posts to green.  These posts 

which hold up the wire netting have to a 

great extent peeled back to their galvanised 

layer.  Zinc is a difficult layer to paint onto 

and an etching paint is required.  We are 

also looking at LED lighting for both the 

clubhouse and the court lighting and this 

could save a large  chunk of our electricity 

bill.  The lights in the clubhouse were 

supposed to be  low energy, especially as 

they are often found all switched on in the 

middle of  the day.   Switching to LED 

lights could save us £„000  in the long run. 

The LED market is still young and 

developing fast.  Their beauty is that they 

are supposed to last 20 years as well as just 

sipping electricity.  

============================== 



 
 

 
MLTC Ladies’ Teams 
Winter League – 2009/10 

JAN PRICE 
 

results so far….at time of 

writing (feb 7
th

 2010) 
(1 more round plus several rearranged 

matches to be played…) 

 

Despite the dreadful weather this winter, 

we have been fortunate to have got so 

many matches played. We have been 

rearranging rearranged matches and still 

have a few more to rearrange! This winter, 

our 1
st
, 2

nd
 and newly promoted 3rds are 

all in the same Division (2) and the 4ths 

and 5ths are in Division 4. Not having lost 

a match so far, our 1
st
 team are hopefully 

on course to return to their rightful place in 

the 1
st
 Division, but still have 3 matches 

left to play (although by the time this 

newsletter is published we will know their 

destiny). With luck, the 2nds and 

hopefully, the 3rds will stay in Div 2. The 

4ths and 5ths are both looking for 

promotion, but it is too soon yet to tell. 

The 6ths are comfortably mid table in Div 

5. 

 

 

 
Top of page: Ace in the making ï  
Claire Roberts serving 

 

TE

AM 

CAPT

AIN 

D

IV 

POI

NTS 

So 

far 

W

O

N 

LO

ST 

Matc

hes 

remai

ning 

1st Claire 

Rober

ts 

2 12 4 0 3 

2nd Mary 

Cole

man 

2 8 3 1 3 

3rd Jan 

Price 

2 4 2 2 3 

4th Gill 

Snelg

ar 

4 7 3 2 2 

5th Sue 

Gash 

4 9 3 2 2 

6th Rosie 

Clark

e 

5 6 2 4 1 

 

Our success story of the year was our 1
st
 

NCL (Aegon) Ladies Team who, led by 

Claire Roberts, won the Berkshire County 

Division 1 for the third year in a row. In 

winning their league they qualified for the 

play-offs, which they went on to win, and 

have therefore been promoted to the 

Regional League for Summer 2010. 

As ever, I‟d like to thank the team 

captains, Claire Roberts, Mary Coleman, 

Sue Gash, Gill Snelgar and Rosie Clarke 

as well as the other ladies who have helped 

to organise teams, especially Irene Parris 

(Veterans Captain) and all her Vets Ladies 

Teams Captains. Also to Claire and Sue 

Carter who run the A and B Aegon Ladies 

Teams. 

My thanks also go to all the team regulars 

who turn out week after week, in rain, 

wind and snow, to represent the club in 

matches, as well as those who have 

managed to put in the occasional 

appearance when the call came at the last 

minute.  With over 50 prospective team 

players all vying for places, selection is 

often something of a headache, but we do 

try to give everyone a chance to play if we 

can.  

Once again we held our very popular and 

successful annual Ladies‟ Teams Dinner, 



this time at the Thai Square Restaurant, 

Queen Street, Maidenhead in January, 

where 42 past and present ladies enjoyed a 

superb meal. 

 

Anyone wishing to play in the 

teams should contact  

Ladiesô Team Captain, JAN PRICE  

01628 673145é. 

07714531721é.janpriceuk@yahoo.

co.uk 
 

 

 

Easter Junior Tournament  
MARY STANLEY 
  
This year‟s junior tournament will be from 

Mon 5
th

 – Sat 10
th

 April. During that 

period (plus 2-3 days before) the kitchen 

will be locked and members will not be 

able to gain access to it. Rain Delay 

matches will play to conclusion. The 

tournament committee apologises in 

advance if this is inconvenient for any 

members. Last match to be put on each 

day will not be later than 4 30. Sara Tricks 

is our new Ref for the tournament Matches 

start at 9am every day 

 

Jeff Cryer is organizing car park attendants 

and would appreciate some volunteers 

willing to help with this. If you think you 

could help out for a couple of hours, on 

one or more days, please let him know. We 

will need to cover at least the first 3 days. 

 

============================== 

 

ATTENTION ï Juniors & Parents 

 

A large amount of the requirements for 

„Clubmark‟ are aimed at making tennis 

more enjoyable and safe for our Junior 

members. 

One of the requirements placed on the club 

is that we have to keep details of Parents, 

emergency contact numbers and any 

specialist needs (i.e. medical) of our junior 

members. I would therefore appreciate 

your help in supplying or updating this 

information when you send in the 

membership renewal form.  When I 

receive the information I will update club 

records.  The information will then be kept 

in the club office and the coach‟s office for 

use in an emergency. 

You may also wish to know that Clubmark 

continues to require us to maintain our 

Child Protection procedures (detailed on 

the club notice board), control 

photography at the club and ensure the 

safety of Juniors participating in club 

activities at other venues. An information 

folder containing further information and 

relevant forms is kept in the entrance hall 

of the clubhouse. 

 

KEITH ASHBY Club Administrator 
 

============================== 

 

Club Equipment  
 

Last year we had to replace over 20 plastic 

beakers, 40 eating forks and 4 ice packs 

which were presumably borrowed and not 

returned to the club. If you have any club 

equipment please return it so that other 

members can use it 

 

============================== 

 

Supervision of Juniors 
 
We would remind parents that they are 

responsible for supervising their children 

while on site. During Finals Day there 

were a number of youngsters enjoying 

themselves by the courtside at a “youthful” 

decibel level which a number of players 

found off-putting. Also on the same day a 

young lad fell out of the tree by the storage 

shed and whilst unharmed we could have 

had a nasty accident. We don‟t want to be 

spoilsports but for the enjoyment of all can 

we ask that parents please maintain a 

watchful eye on their young charges. 

============================== 

mailto:janpriceuk@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:janpriceuk@yahoo.co.uk


 

 
 
 
Hedley’s Meteoric Rise in Norway 
NIGEL MANN 
 

Tennis prodigy, George Hedley enjoyed an 

outstanding week playing in the Tennis 

Europe (Grade 3) 14&Under event in 

Stavanger, Norway resulting in his 

European ranking soaring 120 places. 

 

Still aged 12, he reached the semi finals of 

the singles event.  

In the 1
st
 round, he defeated the Number 1 

seed, from Russia, Sergey 6-4 6-2. 

In the 2
nd

 round, he beat the wild card 

entrant, from Norway, (Frederick 

Schaeffer) in a 2 hour battle 6-7 7-5 6-1 

In the quarter final, he played Swede 

William Malm, winning 6-3 6-3. The 1
st
 

set was a hard hitting battle. Malm, 

realising he was losing, changed tactics 

during the 2
nd

 set but Hedley showed 

patience and excellent decision making, in 

his shot selection, to close out the match. 

In the semi final, he played Joshua Sapwell 

(No2 from Britain) going 4-1 down in the 

1
st
 set, following a poor umpiring decision. 

Hedley‟s fighting, tenacious spirit enabled 

him to break Sapwells serve twice and the 

set ended in a very tight tie break which 

Sapwell won. Hedley continued to fight 

but couldn‟t overcome Sapwell‟s extra 

strength and experience. 

 

Hedley gained his revenge over Sapwell in 

the doubles semi final. Teaming up with 

Surrey‟s Stefan Rhodes, the pair defeated 

Sapwell and Glynn 2-6 7-6 and won the 

Championship tie break 10-6. Brilliant 

doubles full of interceptions, clever angles, 

power and teamwork to fully deserve their 

win  

 

In the doubles final, Hedley and Rhodes 

lost to an experienced pair, Cristian Carli 

(Italy) and Denijal Karamehic (Denmark). 

 

As a result of the singles semi final and 

doubles, Hedley will rise 120 places in the 

Tennis Europe 14&U rankings to 280 and 

will rise to 80 in the New Year. 

 

George seized his opportunity and showed 

a series of mature performances 

throughout the week. His ranking should 

be high enough to qualify for the 

14&Under, unofficial World 

Championships held in Tarbes France. 

 
Picture: George Hedley (L) with doubles 
partner, Stefan Rhodes 

  

 

 

Improvements to Clubhouse and 
Courts MIKE NEW  
 
At the AGM Mike New presented some 

ideas on improving the clubhouse such as 

wall mounted flat screen TV, putting sofas 

in the bar and moving most of the chairs 

out of the main room so that it did not look 

like a storeroom. The feedback from 

members at the AGM was that they were 

less keen on a flat screen TV nor on (at 

this stage) buying more furniture for the 

bar. Also any removal of chairs from the 

main room has to take account of the need 

for teas etc for visiting match teams. This 

has been taken on board and the immediate 

plan is to acquire another storage shed to 

accommodate most (but not all) of the 



chairs and trestle tables. Other ideas from 

the members which will be investigated 

were to allow use of the lounge more, and 

to allow the wireless network to be used 

by members. One idea that is being 

explored is whether it would be possible to 

cover one or more courts without losing 

any current playing surface. Technology 

has moved on since we last considered this 

and it may well be a possibility. If so, 

further member consultations will take 

place covering planning permission, 

financing, grants, impact on team, social 

and coaching arrangements etc. If we had 

indoor courts we would not have had a 

tennisless month due to the snow etc. 

There is a long way to go on this idea but 

if you have any ideas, thoughts, comments 

or concerns please contact any committee 

member. 
 

============================= 
 

 

FRIDAY EVENING MIXED DOUBLES 

TOURNAMENT  

 
If you would like to play in the 

tournament please phone Chris on 

07850 879374 or Denise on  07921 

091217 - or watch for the posters and 

sign-up sheets Even if you cannot 

commit to a 6 week period, substitutes 

are often needed on  a week-to -week 

basis. 

New members are especially welcome  

 

 

Tournament Car Parking  
JEFF CRYER 
 
Last year, a neighbour came forward to 

express (genuine) thanks to members for 

not parking in front of her property.  If the 

car park is full, please park adjacent to the 

cemetery to preserve good relations and 

beware that the pavement is now a cycle 

route. Parking half on, half off, the 

pavement is likely to result in a fine.  

 

 

 
 

 
AGM2009Election of Officers 

 The following were elected: 

 

 President Ken Egginton 

 Vice-President Alan 

Frampton 

 Chairman Dave 

Scarbrough 

 Honorary Secretary John Voisey 

 Honorary Treasurer Danny Cole 

 Coaching 

Representative 

Richard May 

 Social Players 

Representative 

Derek Hope 

 Mens Team Captain Rob 

Castignetti 

 Ladies Team Captain Jan Price 

 Veterans‟ Captain Irene Parris 

 Match Secretary Mary 

Coleman 

 Bar Chairman Mike 

Bottomley 

 Social Secretary No 

Nomination 

 Publicity and 

Communications 

Representative 

Jeff Cryer 

 Junior Representative Mary Stanley 

 Premises Chairman Paul Messing 

 General Members (2) Mike New 

  Jane Harris 

 
 The President thanked Julie New and Mike 

Swift who had retired from the Committee 

============================== 

VOLUNTEER CAR PARK 

ATTENDANTS NEEDED 

(Easter Junior Tournament, 

  5
th

 – 10
th

 April, 9am – 4pm) 

Please contact Jeff Cryer if you can help  

out with this for a couple of hours. 

 



 

 


